
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

1. LESSON PLAN: THEME AND ACTIVITIES 

EXAMPLE LESSON 1 (45 minutes max): Food security  
Quick summary of resources to share with students:  
 

 Instructions/worksheet for a class activity which challenges pupils in making 
difficult choices 

 The Food Security fact sheet  
(https://europa.eu/eyd2015/en/content/campaign-toolkit) 

 Related video: FAO, “The role of agriculture in sustainable development”, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BVRsY7m8p7g   

 FEO eBooks and reports on food security: http://www.fao.org/publications/e-
book-collection/en/  

 Chosen Eurobarometer statistics on food security (please use infographic and 
additional information provided on the EYD website, 
https://europa.eu/eyd2015/en/content/campaign-toolkit) 

 Further information from EU and international/national/local organisations for 
international aid and development assistance (e.g. the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (http://www.fao.org/home/en/)  

 A biography of the corresponding national celebrities  
 
Session 1: Introduction to the theme (estimated time: 15 minutes max) 
The EYD thematic Fact Sheet introduces the class to the subject. You can use related 
videos from current popular sources to spark interest and/or debate (i.e. “Global Food 
Security; a shared responsibility” https://youtu.be/cjVA6lSPRZc, FAO, “Food wastage 
footprint”, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IoCVrkcaH6Q)  
 

Session 2: Facts and figures (estimated time: 5 minutes max) 
The Annual Report highlights and Eurobarometer statistics are presented in 
materials such as the monthly infographic. Use these materials to look at the current 
state of play regarding food security, prompting the class to think about current 
events/challenges. Suggestions given may prompt new ideas and/or brief discussions.  
 
Session 3: A person to relate to (estimated time: 10 minutes max) 
The national celebrity will be a face of the theme. By using the VIP booklet, available 
biography, videos, photos, quotes etc. gather the class' prior knowledge of the national 
celebrity and then read through their activities related to the theme. Otherwise, use the 
EYD2015 stories of people and their daily lives from developing countries 
corresponding to each theme compared to the students' daily lives. 
 
Session 4: Discussions and decisions (estimated time: 15 minutes max) 
Now gauge the level of knowledge your students have about this theme. What are their 
insights on EU and national work in this field? What is the situation in your country? 
How can it be further enhanced and what do the students suggest? This part of the class 
encourages students to give their input, spark discussion, and introduces the idea and 
motion for a possible future class debate or seminar if needed (provided separately 
below).  
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Further discussion points/essays/homework 
 

 Does your country produce sufficient food, or is it reliant on imports from foreign 

countries?   

 What is the estimated level of undernourished people in your country?  

 If global hunger has fallen by 40% since 1990, why is food security still such a 

pressing issue? 

 What are the different factors that affect food security? 

 What are the consequences of global food insecurity in your country and beyond?  

 What do the EU and its Member States do for developing countries regarding 

food security? 

 What are the challenges and how can we help overcome them? 

Organise your own storytelling session, comparing it to the stories published on the 
dedicated European Year for Development 2015 website, in the “Stories of the Week” 
section, which you can see at https://europa.eu/eyd2015/en/stories.  

2. DEBATES AND SEMINARS (45 minutes max, including 15 
minutes preparatory work) 

This is the proposed structure for a specific debate, including an ideal timescale on a 
given theme following the above introductory lesson and the related information 
material gathered. The assignment should ideally be announced at least two weeks in 
advance, at the end of the thematic introductory lesson and with students assigned to 2 
groups (for or against) so they have ample time to research the topic further and 
prepare a set of arguments they can use during the debate.  
 
However, depending on the length of a lesson and/or age, level and interest, you can 
change the proposed order and discussion to focus on another current event chosen 
from the news or other sources. 
 
Learning objectives and expected results 
 

 Increase student awareness of the theme - main theme-related issues, and 
current status in the EU/developing countries, EU actions to improve status, 
expected results, potential actions. 

 Encourage critical thinking among students – support students in developing 
an opinion about the theme by presenting all relevant information, empowering 
them to draw conclusions, challenge and offer counter arguments, all with the 
aim to prompt them into getting involved in supporting the theme in question: 
gender roles and equality in their country and how these affect them and their 
relationships, and comparing this with the situation in developing countries. 

 Prompt students to present and argue the different aspects and challenges 
involved and the possible actions to make a difference:  

o Improving the current economic, social and political situation directly 
affecting the status of the theme; 

https://europa.eu/eyd2015/en/stories


o Supporting advocacy efforts and becoming involved in future policy 
developments; 

o Enhancing human rights and values within their environment but also 
raising awareness on the importance of supporting the theme both in the 
EU and in developing countries. 

 Present the outcome of the discussions linked to the theme. 

Proposed topics: 

1. Is ending hunger simply a matter of producing more food or of better 
distribution? 

2. Which is of greater importance, national food security or global food trade? 
3. Should people be fined for wasting food? 
4. How much has rural-urban migration affected food production? 
5. Can a lack of food lead to many wider problems?  
6. Should countries be allowed to buy land for food production in developing 

countries (land grabbing)? 

You will need:  
 

• A Chairman and timekeeper (teacher) 
• Half the class with a designated speaker for the proposition (For) 
• Half the class with a designated speaker for the opposition (Against) 

 
Preparatory work (10-15 mins max): 
 
Before the actual debate starts, allow the groups 10-15 minutes to prepare and gather all 
their collected arguments and to elect their speaker.   

• The teacher needs to make sure that the 2 groups previously assigned at the 
introductory lesson are respected. Each group will assist their designated 
speaker in preparing and structuring their final key points and arguments.  

• Students must help develop convincing arguments for their group, whether or 
not they actually support that view. 

The Debate timescale (30 mins max): 
 

 Chairman (teacher) opens the debate and introduces the first two speakers (1 
minute). 

 Each speaker will have 4 minutes to present their arguments. The proposition 
speakers will go first, followed by the opposition speakers (8 minutes). 

 Chairman (teacher) opens the floor to the class (1 minute). 
 Questions, arguments and counter-arguments can be made by all with the 

chairman (teacher) managing time. Team speakers and members are encouraged 
to present information based on research rather than simply expressing personal 
opinions (10 minutes). 

At the end of the debate the chairman (teacher) should ask for a show of hands to vote 
for or against the motion, provide the results and give general feedback (10 minutes). 

 



 


